oung prince of Annamabie, 


| C0 mprehending 5 
\ diſtinct Account of his Country if Family; ; lie RES, 
| elder Brother's Voyage to France, and Recep- 
tion there; the Manner in which himſelf was 
confided by his Father to the Captain who fold 

him ; his Condition while a Slave in Barbadoes; 

the true Cauſe of his being redeemed; his Voy- 
age from thence; t Reception Kerr! in 


England. . 
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| LETTE R from the AUTHOR - 40: N 55 
Diſtinction, in Reference to ſome natural Curioſities 

in Africa; as well as explaining, the Motives which . 
induced him to compoſe theſe Nei MOTRS. OS. 
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"Othello ſhews the Mufe'$'mtmoſt Power, © i 
A'brave, an honeſt, yet 2 ha Moor | 
In Oreoncko ſhines the Hero's: 4 © 2 
With native Luſtre by 110 Art Gt. | r 
Sweet Juba ſtrikes us but with milder 3 T 
At ance renown'd for Virtue, Love, 5 2 eee ee 
Vet hence might riſe a ſtill more moving Tale, . ö 
But Shaleſpedte, Adil ſont, and Southernt fail? 1 
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To the FLonOURABLE | 
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in 


* KEK of #56466, 


Es ey Thy: 


[is wn natural, Sir that 1 040 be. 
| furprized at the” Accounts which aur Neu-. 
— — bave given you, of the Appearance of an 
African PFince in England under Circumſtances of = 
Diſtreſs and Jil uſage, which refle® very bighty . 
upon us as a People. The deep Concern which you 
fo pathetically expreſs for his Misforgunes, is ſuit- 
able to the Goodneſs and Generaſity of your Heart; 
and as:to your Apprebenſions that this Story will 
net be confined within ibe Bounds of the Britiſh 
 Dominions, wherever. ſituated, it is certain very 
Juft ; for upo 
Buſineſs to. examine the foreign Prints rw 


Coffee-Honſes about the R 
bey are taken in, and found the Story. wy cin ti 

De 

his, raiſes your Reſentment, that all Epe 

| Should be infarm;d of a Falt that dus us Jo little . 

: ned. be Pleaſed at the Joe Time to. reflefs, 
73 B 


* by 


1 reading your Letter, I mai, my . 


that © h 3 
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that thoſe who * it muſt at the ſame Time read the 
general Abhorrence with which theNews of this Piece 
of Treuchery was received here; and how effectu- 
ally as well-as bonourably, the Miſchief has been 
repaired by the Tnterpoſition of the Government. 
What my Friend told you, with reſpeft to the 
Pains taken by me, to come as near as Poſſible at 
the Truth of this. Affair, was very well founded, 
as indeed was every thing elſe which he ſaid upon 
that Occaſion; excepting the high Commenaations 
the was pleaſed to beftow upon the ſhort Account 
that I have committed to writing of the Misfortunes 
of the Young African The plain and naked Truth 
is, that not being perfectly ſatisfied with the 
Narrative in the News- Papers, and having had 
always a Curiefity to learn, with as much Exat#- 
'neſs as may be, the Circumſtantes that attend 
ſuch extraordinary Events. as happen in our own 
'Times,*TÞ have been, per baps, more diligent and nice 
in ny Enquiries into the Matter of: Fab, and 
whatever relates to it, tban many People, and find- 
ing ny Pains rewarded by ſome Acquiſitions of 
Knowledge, which I thought  confiderable, it ap- 
peared to me worth employing a few leiſure Hours, 
In reducing what I have learned into ſome Kind of 
Order, that 'the Fats and Obſervations might not 
"'eſcape my Memory. This gave Riſe to the follow- 
ing Memoirs, which are heartily at your. Service; 
nor am T at all ſollicitous about the Fate of them. 
Jou may, if you pleaſe, ſbe them to the Per ſons 
you mention, or to any of your Acguaintance = 
 defire to peruſe them; and you may likewiſe aſſure 
them, that to the beſt of my Power, there is not a 
Syllable inſerted which 4 do not n believe to 
Ze true. | | 
| "4 


2 
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I muſt not however di ſſemble, that there are 
many People in the-World who affet to treat. this 
Aﬀair in — Light ; ſome from that ſtrange 
Principle of Incredulity, "which induces them 10 
queſtion the Veracity of every thing that does not 
Fall immediately within the Compaſs. of their own 
Obſervation, or does not exattly- tally with the 
Notions they have formed of Per ſons or Things, t the 
the former may be of no great Extent, and the latter 
none of the moſt atcurate. . Some again baue an 
Intereſt in the-repreſenting this Aﬀair. in an ,opps- 
ite Point of View, which you will very . eaftly 
conceive ; for after ſo. flagrant a Breach of Truſs, 
as ſelling à Free-Man, and à Per fon of Conſide- 
ration, whatever his Complexion may be, for a 
Slave; it is ne great Wonder that ſuch as bawe 
Had any Connection with the Perſons concerned in 
ſuch a Tranſaction, ſhauld uſe all their Induftry 
and $kill to leſſen his Charafter and Conſideration, 
and endeavour to ſereen ſo flagrant an Act of. Iu- 
Juſtice, not to give it a barſber Name; by circulat- 
ing Stories, which if true, would be far from 
diſculpatiug them; and which, from the viſible 
- Abſurdities and Contradictions they are loaded 
with, all bo baue not as much. Intereſt" in le- 
lieving, as the Authors of them bad for inventing, 
conſider as groundleſs and falſe. No Man breath 
ing who betrays and ſells a Prince, unleſs judi- 
cially convicted of it, will acknotoledge the Crime; 
eſpecially when be has an Excuſe ſo ready at 
Hand, as denying that the. Perſon. ſo treattd is 
2 Prince, tho. that: ſoould. 1 nh Nille * 
the Word. 
There 1s, ieder debt: a great Propenſity in 
many of our own People, who. bave li ved and traded 
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(w) 
nt ; the Parts, to magnify ſuch as were poſſeſſed 
of the Government with whom they traded, with 
whom they had an intimate Acquaintance, and 
from whom they received great Favours. It is 
very likely that ſuch Gentlemen may,uſe the Terms 
Emperor, King, and Prince, with viſible Fmpro- 

| priety upon ſome Occaſions, and upon all with a 

| Liberality that may not admit of a ftrift Fuſtifi- 

ration. But on the other Hand, ſome other Tra- 

| vellers, and thoſe too commonly of the meaneſt 
Sort, take an unaccountable and a very unwarrant- 

Able Liberty of treating ſuch Negro Goverjors 
with a ludicrous Contempt. For by this Means 
they loſe themſelves, and teach the Seamen with ' 
whom they converſe, to forget not only all Decency 
and Reſpect, but (as bad Morals often accompany 
i Manners ) all Diſtin#ion of Right and Wrong + 3 
which leads them into Practices equally baſe in 
their Nature, and deſtrufive in their Conſequences; 

- fo that while, from a Vanity and Inſolence (which 
are the. uſual Effects of Ignorance) they look down 
upon the poor black People as - beneath 
them, they really, ee themſelves, and which 
is much worſe, draw a Scandal upon their Coun- 

trymen by . their barbarous, iniquitous, and * 

fligate Bebaviour. | 

Dune may be eaſily e 
eulty that ariſes as to the juſt Claim of the Young 

African now in England to @ Title of Diſtinction, 

notwithſtanding all the Sophiſms of thoſe, who 

1 from Prejudice or Intereſt pretend to diſpute 

Things arg in all Countries the ſame, bow- 
ever the Names by which they are called may dif- 
fer. As for Inſtance, Rice brought from Guinea 
remains Rice when. it ts brought here; tho* the 


; Negroes 
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N * bnow+ nothing of #hat- Ward, and we 
know as little of theirs. for that Kind of Corn. 
= A Perſon who bas the ſupreme Aut bority in auy 
= Difrif, let it de of @ larger or leſſer Extent, is, 
1 — the common Acceptation of Speech, a Prince 3 
and if from his Influence our Trade may be either 
advanced or hindered; be deſerves a proportionable 
Reſpet# from us, the be would be certainly entitled 
to ftrift Juſtice, whether he bad that Influence or 
net. It is no Matter therefore what his Title 
be in Africa, or what the Nature of that Govern- 
ment which he adminiſters ;-for if be be at the 
Head of it, and in conſeguence of his being. at the. 
Head of it, can affift, or injure. us in our Trade, 
he is ftriftly ſpeaking a Prince; and his Children 
may be ſo ſtiled by Courteſey without any Saleci/m. 
If at any Time heretofore wwe have treated Perſbus: 
of the like Rank with his Sons, or even” if ure 
had treated 'other Sons of his ever ſo rudely or 
indiſfereniiy, this is nothing to the: Purpoſe ; For. 
ve never could have treated: them ſo if they had. 
not been in our Power z and our having uſed it 
ill either then or now, does not refletF upon him 
or them, hut upun us; and this Aſperfion/ could: 
only be wiped off ' by the Condut# that has been 
lately purſued, which is juſt in uſelf, and there- 
fore honourable to us as a Nation. 

J come now to the other- Parts of your Letter, 
in which our. Friend reported what I ſaid very 
truly. The Peru ſal of theſe Memeirs introduced 
a Diſcourſe of the Curioſities of Africa, which led 
him to enquire what I theaght of © the Petrified 
City mentioned ly ſo many different Authars of 
different Countries; and as I remember he hinted, 
that u Was ſtrange that bein discovered ſo. long, 


ago 
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ago it ſhould come TY y to our X nowledee. 
Upon which I told him what he reported to you, that. 
the Fal was otherwiſe, and that we were not 
only acquainted with" it very early, but that the 
Kenna Body of a Man was at#ually ſent over 
hither, and preſented to Secretary Thurloe. This 
Fatt, Sir, is very true; and I fhall:readily give 
you the other Particulars which ou are fo deſirous 
= learn. What I am to tell you, ſtands upon the 
Credit of Conſul Baker, who refided long in Africa, 
was a Man of great Integrity, and whoſe Teſtimony, 
in reſpett to Fats within bis own Knowledge, 
might be very ſafely relied on, as you may be in- 
formed by ſeveral Perſons who were well acguai int- 
ed with bim. But to the Point. 
About the Year 1655, the famous Admiral. 
Blake was ſent into the Mediterranean to require 
Satisfattion from the pyraticul States of Barbary, 
for the Depredations that during our inteſtine Diſ- 
turbances they bad committed upon Engliſh SubjeFs ,. 
this Commiſhon he executed, as be did every other 
with which he was intruſted, toi th all the Honour 
and Succeſs imaginable. When be came before 
Tripoly he had all the Engliſh Slaves delivered to 
him without Ranſom ; and in the ſhort Negotiation 
attending this Buſineſs he heard of the Diſcovery 
of - this petrified City, which lies at the Diſtance. 
f forty Days Journey from Tripoly, aud vas 
then freſh. As he was @ Gentleman and a Scho- 
lar, his Curiofity prompted bim to make a ftritt 
Enquiry into that Affair; and that he might be 
thoroughly ſatisfied, he inſiſted that a petrified Bo. 
dy ſhould be ſent him, which was promiſed by _the 
Regency. But as the bringing it to Tripoly tot 
up ſome Time, he ſailed before it arrived. He: 
9 ever 


{RS 2 
ever ſuch was the Reſpełt borne, to that great Mun, 
or rather ſuch was the Terror af his Name, that 
this petrified Body was procured and tranſported to 
Leghorn, from whence it was ſent 1 England, 
conſigned to Secretary. Thurloe, into. whoſe Poſſeſh- 
on it came 3 but B it was diſpoſed of after- 
evards, tho" my. Enquiries have not been wanting, 


_ Fafts I am thoroughly ſatisfied they are trus. 

The other Point be mentioned to you, of my ob- 
ſervi ng that in the Reign of King Charles II. 
an Engliſh Gentleman who was ſent to the River 
of Gambia, hating obtained the Confidence of the 
Negroes by his Kindneſs and gogd. Uſage, was by 
them directed to a Gold Mine, whither he went iu 


| acquired there in a ſhort Space of Time, tho" be 


ſafely to England, is ftrifly true in every Parti- 
cular. This Relation came originally from your 
late worthy Neighbour the learned Dr. Derham 
_ of Upminſter. But as the diſcuſſing of this Mat- 
ter would take up more Time than I have at pre- 
ſent to ſpare, I will reſerve it for ſome other Oc- 
caſion, when I have greater Leiſure. In the mean 
Time give me leave to ſay, that it is from an bu- 
mane and generous Treatment of Negroes, and indeed 
of all barbarous Nations in general, that we muſt 


expect ſuch Diſcoveries, as well as reap greater Ad- 
vantages in Trade, than other Nations. For tohat- . 
ever ſome Men may think, human Nature is the 


ſame in all Countries, and under all Complexions ; 
and to fancy that ſuperior Power or ſuperior 
Knowledge gives one Race of People a Title to 


uſe 


I never yet could be informed. In regard zo theſe | 


4 ſmall Veſſel, and with very fem Hands; and yet 


made this Voyage in the moſt improper Seaſon. of 
the Tear, an immenſe Treaſure, ubich he brought 
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| te another Race who are weaker or more \ ignorant 
[| with Haughtineſs or Contempt, is to abuſe Power 
il | and Science, und in ſpite of both to fhew- our ſthves 
i d Men thun thoſe obo have neither.” 

g * After giving you th Lights with refpet? ro'the 

Subjects that feem 0 brite » you fo' muth, I fhouid 
Tale it as a Favour "if in Return you would re- 
member the Requeſt I formerly made you in Refe- 
rence to a Diſcourſe upon Sir Walter Raleigh? 
Golden Diſcoveries in South America, of whith if 
vou can procure me à Sight, it will much over- 
balance the little Trouble 1 have taken for your 
Entertainment, and will effeftually bind me to 
communicate any thing that ſhall hereafter fall in 
my Way, and which you may efteem worthy of 
1 your Notice. If that Paper comes to your Hand 

| "before you think of returning to London, if you 
q tranſmit it to the ſame Perſon who delivered * 
| aſt, he twill convey it very ſafely to me, whether 
'Y IT Soul be in Town or Country. I Bere —_— =" 
Feortber to add, but that, xc. '8 
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HE great Country of Guinea: in 
the Senſe: of our mercantile and 


ſeafaring People, is that Part of 
Africa which from Cape de Vera, 
or the Green Cape, in the North 
Latitude of 14 30 extends to 
r Coalt of Angola, 
or to the River-Cango, in the Latitude of 6“ © 

South. The common Phraſe of the Coaſt of 
Guinea is very ſenſible, and very ſignificant; for 
we really have little or no Knowledge of any thing 
but the Coaſt of this Country: For, except here 
and there, no body has proceeded above fifty 
Miles within 1 Z 


\ 
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that the interior Parts of Africa are, to all Intents 
and Purpoſes, the leaſt known of any in the 
2 1d, with the Situation of which, we..are with 
5 acquainted. This ſhews. the Advantage 
f "Navigation beyond Travelling for Diſcovery, 
8 — — the Lights derived to us from Anti- 
| quity; it appears, that theſe Countries were as 
little known to the Ancients as to us, tho“ they 
knew enough of one Part of the Coaft of e 

to have penetrated into them, had it been practi- 
EE cable by Land. 
| Gunz then, ar. the Coaſt of Guinea, taken 
* in the general Senſe beſpre mentioned, and which, 
| allowing for the Irregularity in the winding of the 
Shores, comprehends an Extent of four thouſand 
Engliſh Miles; and is divided into North Guinea, 
which comprehends the Coaſt from Cape Verd to 
Sierra Liona, and Guinea properly ſo called; 
which begins. with Malaguetta, or the Grain Coaſt, 
then follows the Ivory or Tooth Coaſt, next the 
1 Ruaqua, then the Gold Coaſt, beyond which lies 
the Slave Coaſt; and the remaining P Parr 1 1s =_ 
ny called the Kingdom of Benin. | 
The Situation of Guinea near the Equator ren- 
dees the Air ſcorching hot, which, with; the- fre- 
quent heavy Rains they have, makes it very un- 
: wholeſome; eſpecially to Foreigners. The Earth 
is water'd, beſides the Rains, by ſeveral little Ri- 
vers which fertilize it, ſo that "4 ſome Parts of it 
they have properly two Summers and two Win- 
ters, the latter not very ſevere, as conſiſting only 
: of continual Rains, which occaſions the unhealthi- 
; neſs above mentioned, but fatten the Ground, and 
| make it fit to produce, as it does, great Quanti 
ties of Rice, Guinea Pepper, Indian Wheat, and 
ſome Sugar Canes, . n _ and —_ 
Tall ; arts 
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forts of Grain and Fruits, peculiar to that Couti- 
try. It has alſo Gold Mines, Elephants, Cattle, 
Leopards, Tygers, wild Boars, Goats, ' Sheep, 
Hogs, Monkeys, Apes, very nimble: and ' ſport= 
ful, beſides great Numbers of Birds of various 
| forts, aff a Breed of Poultry very ſmall.” The 
Sca abounds in divers kinds ef Fiſh; of which 
a large Account may be found in the' many 'De- 
ſcriptions that have been given of theſe Countries. 
It is out of all doubt, that the Portugueſe were 

the firſt Diſcoverers of theſe Coaſts, not withſtand- 
ing the Pretenſions of the French, who, if their 
own Words may be taken for it, are the Diſco- 
verers of every ching. But what is commonly 
ſaid of our knowing little or nothing of theſe 
Parts till the Reign of Edward VI. is very far 
from being true. A very authentick Portugueſe 
Hiftorian informs us, that John the Second King 
of Portugdi ſent a ſolemn Embaſſy to King Ed. 
ward IV. Anno Dom. 1481, to defire that he 
would inder Jobn Tintam and William Fabian, © 
who were preparing Ships to go to the Coaſt of 
Guines, in the Service of the Duke of Medina Si: 
donia, and they were accordingly prohibited. 
Notwithſtanding which, however, they found 
Means to accompliſh their Deſign, and actually 
doubled Cape Verde on the 5th of March 1482, and 
made ſo profitable a Voyage, that tho' they divided 
their Gains with the Duke of Medina their Patron, 
yet they put one hundred thouſand Pounds a 

piece in their Pockets; and in the Lear 1483, by 
Dint of Money, which had always a very great 
Power, they procured a Liberty to trade from 
Portugal; and made their Peace in England. Sir 
Peter Fabian, the Nephew of William Fabian, 
eontinued chis * with incredible Profit; 
00 2 and 


612) 2 
and from that Zra, tho” not not always from Eng- 
land, Engliſh Subjects were conſiderable Adven- 
turers, till ſuch Time-as Queen Elizabeth granted 
a Patent to Thomas Gregory of Taunton in Somer- 
fetſhire, and William, Pope, for carrying on a Trade 


to North Guinea, fer a certain Number of Years, 


after which our Traffick thither increaſed, and fell 
_ from Time to Time under new Regulations. 


In the Reign of King Charles 1. before the . 


vil War broke out, the Trade to this Country, 
which had ruined many private Adventurers for 
want of a Strength to protect it, and a Stock ſuffi- 
cient to carry it on, was put into better Order by 
2 few wealthy and wiſe Citizens, who were con- 
cerned in farming the King's Cuſtoms; and the 
Caſtle of Cormantyn was built at the ſole Charge 
of one of them, which was the firſt and principal 
Fortreſs of our Nation, till it was taken in the Year 
1665 by the Dutch. Before the Year 1640 it 
was computed, that thoſe intereſted in the Guinea 
Trade 5 — upwards of fifty tbouſand Pounds 


2 Tear; and yet they ſuffered ſome Loſs and Diſ- | 


turbance from private 1 The Number of 
thoſe increaſed prodigiouſly. during the Troubles, 
notwithſtanding all the Protection that could be 
procured for thoſe who maintained the Garriſons, 
from the ſeveral fluctuating Powers that during this 


Time became uppermoſt. The Slave Trade more 
eſpecially grew higher and higher by Degrees, in 


Proportion as our Colonies, and in particular 


that of the Iſland of Barbadoes came to be in a 


flouriſhing Condition, So that, before the Reſto- 
ration, the purchaſing Negroes in Guinea, and 
tranſporting them to the Veſt Indies, was become 
2 ſettled and conſiderable Branch of Commerce, by 


which ſome who were e in it early made 
con- 
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conſiderable Fortunes, notwithſtanding - the may 
Inconveniencies to which they were ne ſtill expoſed 
from the want of a proper Regulation, as well as 


the Encroachment of Foreigners, and of the Dutch. 


more eſpecially, who were indefatigable in "their 
Labours to monopolize that, as they had done 
other Trades, to themſelves. 


On the King's Return an Application was . 1 
for putting this Commerce into a new and more 


beneficial Method, for the Sake, as was then ſug- 


geſted, of the Engliſb Sugar Colonies, which were 


in their moſt proſperous Condition, and for the 
better ſupplying, them with Negroes, on which 
their Plantations did at that Time, and ſtill do de- 
pend, According}y/hi 
in the 14th Year öf his Reign, incorporated a 
Number of rich and active Merchants, under the 
Title of Royal Adventurers for eftabli iſbing and 
carrying on a Trade io Axrica, But the Affairs 


of that Company being extremely prejudiced be- 


fore, and in the Time of the firſt Dutch War, 
notwithſtanding that the | Engliſþ. defended: their 


Forts and Settlements with great Courage and Con- 
ſtancy, and gain d ſome. Advantages over their 
nemies, it was found neceſſary to grant a new 


Charter in 1672, with greater Powers and more 
extenſive Privileges, It was this that gave Birth 
to the Royal African Company. of = ware + which 
upon this Eſtabliſhment ſoon vindicated the Rights 
of the Nation, and carried on a moſt glorious 
and profitable Trade, coining thirty, forty, and 
ſometimes fifty thouſand Pieces of Gold at a Time, 


which from — received the Name of Guineas, 


2 diſtinguiſhed by the Elephant under the 
oyal Head, out of the Meral. — 8 
e ate they exponed yall Game 


Majeſty King Charles II. 


(14) 
our native Commodities and Manufactures, a8 


well as abundance of Eaft Indian and other Fo- | 


reign Goods, and were in thoſe Days confidered 
as meriting, in a very high Degree, the Favour of 
the' Crown, by (we Services they rendered their 
Country. | 

Amongſt other Scrieinichts which this Com? 


pany thought fit to make for ſecuring and extend- 


ing their Commerce, they had one at Annamaboe, 
in the Fantin Country, upon the Gold Coaſt. This 


was at firſt no more than a Houſe with the Eng- 


Iiſo Company's Flag flying, to ſhew to whom it 
belonged ; bur afterwards, with Conſent of the 
Natives, who received an annual Rent for the 
Ground upon which it ſtood, they built, in 1679, 
a very neat, beautiful, and ſtrong Fort, with 
Stone, Brick, and Line. This Fort was ſeated 
upon a Rock about 30 Paces from the Strand, hav- 


ing 12 Braſs Guns and 2 Patereroes mounted; and 


the Eſtabliſhment in thoſe Times was a chief 
Factor, 12 Whites, and 18 Grometto Negroes. 
The Beach, under the immediate Command of 
the Guns, was partly incloſed with a Mud Wall 
of eight Foot high, within which were Houſes for 
the Company's Blacks; as in the Fort itſelf, the 


Lodgings were very neat and convenient, and the 


Warehouſes large and commodious ; in ſhort, it 
was looked upon as the beſt and "ſtrongeſt Place 
upon that Coaſt ; and while the Company was in 
its Proſperity, was regarded as One of its moſt im- 
portant Pofts, as well in Point of Trade as of Si- 


tation. But by ſlow Degtees, like the reſt of * 


theFortrefiesin the Hands of that unfortunate Com- 


pany, it fell to Decay, loſt firſt" its Beauty, then 


its Conveniency, and laſtly; its Strength: ſo that, 
at this Time, — of no farther Uſe, or rather 
4 | its 


(585 


its Owners having loſt the Capacity of ſupporting 
it, this Caſtle has been ſlighted. The Walls and 
Ruins of it, however, ſtill remain, the Ground 
Rent is ſaid to be punctually paid, ſo that the 
Rights of the Company are ſtill preſerved; and if 
the ſhould ever lift up her Head again, and re- 
cover any thing like her former Vigour, there is 
nothing to hinder the Fortreſs of Annamaboe from 
; reſuming once more its ancient Strength and Splen- 
dour. But whether that Time be, as ſome think, 
and many wiſh,” at Hand, or at a Diſtance; the 
Wiſdom of the Legiſlature will determine 
The Fantin Country is as happily ſituated as 
any upon the Gold'Coaft, lying pretty near the 
Heart of it- The Extent of this Country, how- 
ever, is far from being great, making in the 
ö Whole little more than a Square of fifteen Miles; 
i the Town of Fantin,' from'whence it receives its 
0 Name, being about that Diſtance from the Sea, 
5 and the length of the Coaſt from Eaſt to Weſt 
pb not more. There are in it five or ſix large Towns, 
7 of which that of Annamabee is by much the moſt 
cConſiderable. This Diſtrict is very fruitful, more 
 , eſpecially in Corn, of which there is great Plemy, 
and in which the Inhabitants drive a great Trade. 
FF 7 my are not deſtitute of Cattle; but What they 
have are not much eſteemed; more eſpecially in 
. Compariſon with thoſe” af #/hydaw, which are 
£ (fuller of Juices and better taſted. The Sea'af- 
fords them a great Variety of Fiſh, and taking 
' all Things together, this may with great Juſtice 
be ſtiled a very fertile and pleaſant Country. In- 
f deed no great Commendations gan be beſtowed 
g * upon the Air, which however -is wholeſomer than 


at Muydato, or moſt of the Places on the Slave 
251 = 2 * | Copaſt, 
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that the Number of fighting 


now here, has been at the Head of a greater Nun- 


voe when they 
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Coaf, becauſe the Country is higher, and is not 


0 much incommoded with Marſhes. 
As for the People of Fantin, they form a Gee 
Repudlick, the chief Magiſtrate in which is the 


"Braffo of Annamabee, This Title, in the Lan- 


guage of the Country, - ſignifies Leader or Chief, 
and he is aſſiſted by the Caboceiros, Sages. or old 
Men of the Town. It is univerſally, agreed by 
All the Writers who. have mentioned this Place, 
Men therein, is at 
leaſt equal to that of the adjacent Kingdom of 
Saboe ; and yet it is allowed, that the Inhabitants 
of Annamabee are not above one Iſtb of the Fan- 
tinian Nation, which has often, in Time of War, 
brought an Army of twenty-five. thouſand Men 
into the Field; and it is afferted, that the preſent 
Chief of Antamaboe, Father to the young African 


ber. The Liberty which theſe People enjoy makes 
them both powerful and rich; fo that the Eng- 
fp, the Dutch, and the. French, neither have, 
nor pretend to have any coercive Power over 
them, nor ever had, tho* the Town of Annamabor 
lay immediately under the Guns of the Englifp 
Fort. On the contrary, there have been Inſtances, at 
the Time the Affairs of the Exgliſb Company were 
in a good Situation, that the Inhabitants of Aunama- 
thought themſelves ill uſed by the 
Chief of the Exgliſb Fort, have him to 
tranſport himſelf to Cape Coaſt Caſtie, from whence 
a Succeſſor was ſent more to their . or _w_ 
would not have received him. . 

The Source of this Power of theirs was in the 
firſt Place their Capacity of keeping the Fort 


of 


we 
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of Proviſions, by which thoſe in the Place 3 . 
have been quickly ſtarved. They were alſo: able 
upon ſuch a Rupture, to have ſeized all the Paſſes 


from the inland Countries, | particularly from 
Acanez, whence: great Numbers of Traders are 


_ conſtantly: coming down, who bring not only 


much Gold, but a great many Slaves ; and la, 
they. could in ſuch a Caſe transfer their own Trade 


which was very conſiderable either to the Dizeb, 
or to the Engliſh Inter lopers, hic was a Thing 
equally fatal to the Company's Intereſt; and 
therefore notwithſtanding their Fort, they were at 
all Times obliged to live upon good Terms witk 
the . and Braffo of Aunamaboe, as their 
Buſineſs in that Gountry was W nor Do- a 
minion. Sh 
Mae from hence Adem the Advacters _- 
„ free > in any Country or Climate upon 
Earth; for it is certain that the Fantizians, ever. 
ſince we have known any thing of them, have 
been altogether independent, and have found it no 
difficult Matter to defend themſelves againſt all the - 
Monarchs in their Neighbourhood, that is, againſt 
all the Negro Nations ſubject to one abſolute Chief, 
whether Hereditary. or Elective. Nay, the very 
beſt Writers of theſe Affairs admit, that if the 
Chiefs of the ſeveral Fantinian Villages were tho- 
roughly united, they might eaſily ſubdue many 
of their Neighhours. But from the very Nature 
of their Government there is no great Reaſon to 


expect this; for tho* common Danger readily en- 15 ; 


gages them to arm for their mutual Defence; yet 
the Suſpicion theſe Chiefs have of each other, and 
their Apprehenſions that whoever ; was entruſted 
with the Command of an Army abread, might 
mel uſe of it to the Erezudics of his Coun- 
1 ä * 's 
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trymen's Liberties at Home, keeps 8 Fom 
forming any ſuch Projects. Beſides their long 
Intercourſe Sith the Europeans, the vaſt Advan- 
tages derived to them from Trade, and the diffe- 
rent Spirit which the Nature of their Government 
; excites, keeps up ſuch an Equality amongſt them, 
4 renders any Attempt to change that Conſtitu- 
tion, from whence theſe e ariſe, 828922 

Jorcly impraCticable, if 
The Dutch Writers generally beſtow very hard 

| Names on: theſe People; they ſay, they ate the 
haughtieſt, proudeſt, aſt moſt infolent Negroes 
on the: Gold Coaſt, which in plain Engliſb, means 
no more than that they are the Wealthieſt and the 
Freeſt, upon whom all their Arts could never pre- 
vail, and pr whom whenever they had Occaſion - 
to deal, they were obliged” to act mote upon the 
Square, than they were ever inclined to; and this 
notwithitanding Amfterdam Fort at Cormantin, 
built where the | Fortreſs formerly ſtood, which 
was the firſt we (as is before obſerved) ever erected 

for protecting our Commerce in Guinea. 

Whatever temporary Alterations may happen, 
with Neſpect to this or that European Nation, yet 
the Trade to Guines in general is always increaſing, 
inſomuch that at preſent thoſe who underſtand it 
beſt; are inclined to think, that there is not lefs 
chan eighty thouſand Slaves exported angually from 


thence, and of theſe ſome Judged that about a eth & | 


Part are purchaſed at A#1amaboe, to which Place, 
as has been ſaid, they are brought, as to a prin- 
pal. Market, by the inland Traders. For the 


_ Kings of the interior Countries in Africa, are con- 


tinually at War with each other, and the Priſoners 
taken in Flight, or ſurptized in ſudden Exeurſions, 
are n wy" both Partics, Such alſo as are con- 
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demned for great Offerices, are this Way diſpoſed 
of, and in many Places when People become in- 


ſolvent, they are publickly expoſed to Sale for den 
Uſe of their Creditors. 

There is no great Wonder therefire!. nk Bk 
ſhould be: a conſtant and regular Supply of theſe 
miſerable. People, | becauſe the Sources of their 

— Miſery, which are no other than the Vices of their 
© Governors and themſelves, are permanent. It 
may. indeed appear ſurprizing, that ſuch progh- 
gious Drains have not long ago entirely diſpeopled 
even the wide Regions of Africa; but this will 
ceaſe to be a Wonder, when the Fopulouſneſs of 

this Country is conſidered in Places where the 
People are not expoſed to the dreadful Scourges 
of War and Famine, and are fo happy as to en- 
joy a moderate Share of Liberty. It is ſaid, the 
Fantin Country is not above two hundred Miles 
ſquare, and that the Number of che People, rak- 
ing in all Ages and Sexes, does not fall ſhort of, 
but rather exceeds, fix hundred thouſand Souls; and 
from thence we may form ſome Idea of the many 
Millions that there muſt be in this huge Continent, 

In a Country, like Guinea, where every Body 
comes for what they can get, where the Europeans 
have traded for nd leſs than four Centuries, 'and = 
where for a hundred and fifty ' Years ' paſt ſeveral 
Natoos/ have been bidding ohe againft another”; 
and in ſome Nations, Individuals in the fare 
M that is in Effe& the Nation againſt them- 
ſelves; one need not wonder that the Negroes, 
dull as they are (nor are they near ſo dull as they 
are repreſented) have been ſufficiently taught to 
avail themſelves of their own Power.” and of the 
Follies and Vices of the Europeans. The Por- 
S$ugueſe, when they _ firſt plagued here "= 


1 ) 
the Dutch, taught the Negroes to debaſe their 


Gold, and furniſhed them with Tools and Mate- 
rials for that. Purpoſe. - The Dutch practiſed the 
ſame thing in their Turn againſt the French, and 


encouraged the laudable Practice of Panyarring, - 


that is, Man-ſtealing. It is allowed, that under 
ſo good Maſters the Negroe-Traders have improv- 
ed vaſtly, ſo that the Krakra Gold is ſometimes 
not worth above twenty Shillings an Ounce ; and 
it is recorded that a French Captain, the firſt Time 
he viſited the Gold Coaſt, had a very large Quan- 

tity of Copper Filings impoſed upon him for 5 
Duſt of that precious Metal. 

An Engliſh Officer of great Experience ad 
Integriey; having once expoſtulated with a ſenſi- 
ble Negro upon the Iniquity of theſe Practices, 
and their Endeavours to raiſe continually their 


Prices upon ſuch as came ſo far, and with ſo much 


Danger, to furniſh them with the Conveniencies 


of Life ; the latter very pertinently - anſwered, 
'« That it was true they ſet but a ſmall Value on 


their Gold before the Europeans came among 
them, but obſerving their Eagerneſs and Avi- 
dity for it, they took it to be their Fettiſp or 
Deity, and that to be ſure their own Countries 

muſt be very poor and thin, other wiſe they 
Wvould not leave them and run ſo many Hazards to 


pick up a little Daſt, and a few black Men, for 
they expreſſed ſo much Scorn and Con- 


« whom 
* tempt.” This plainly ſhews, that good Senſe 
is the Companion of all Complexions, and that 
the Brain in Blact Heads was made for the ſame 


Purpoſe as in white, whatever ſome ee may N 


8 * . 


There is another, and indeed a more Anocede | 


Method, by which the . endeavour to 2 
1 — 


eres 0 688 8382.2 8 


— 


- — A 


(621) 
ack fack Negroes as have a Power of N 
them, by whatever Titles they are diſtinguiſhed; for 
in that too, when it ſerves their Purpoſes, they 
are as laviſh as the proudeſt Son of Jet can deſire, 
and this Method is beſtowing upon chem their own 
Country Names. The Portugueſe calls the Ne- 
groe Chief, who is his Friend, Don Pedro, or Don 
Antonio; the Engliſh give him the familiar Name 
of Jack or Tom; and the French ſhew their 
Breeding by more ſounding . 
mean the ſame Thing at bottom, which is to fix 
the Negroe new named abſolutely”: in their parti- : 
cular Intereſt, 
Mr. Atkins, who was Surgeon to Sir Chaloner 
Ogle, and publiſhed an Account of his Voyage to 
Guinea, obſerves, that one Jobn Conny, who was 
Caboctiro at Cape Tres Puntas, exacted a Duty 
of an Ounce of Gold from every Ship that came to 
water there, and ſent a poor bare - legged Black, 
armed with a gold headed i Cane, with the Name 
Jobn Conny inſcribed upon it, to levy it. The 
Engliſh Officer, who went aſhore with the Men, 
treated this Demand with the utmoſt Contempt, 
and inſtead of complying with it, beſtowed upon 
John's Meſſenger a handſom Volley of Sea Com- 
pliments, interſperſed with hard Wilthes and Exe- 
crations. Upon which John ſeized all the Water 
Caſks, and made ten or twelve Men Priſoners, by 
the help of a ſtrong Detachment of his ſwarthy- 
coloured Subjects. The Officer having now 
learnt more Civility, applied himſelf with l 
Manners to Jobn Conny, and began very learnediy 
to inform him of the Diſtinction between a Mer- 
chantman, and a Man of War, and that the lat:er 
being a King's Ship, paid no Duties; but Jobn, 
unmoved by his Sea Eloquence, and provoked at 
| 1 the 
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ſoa Treaty was commenced; and after ſatisfaction 


622) 
the *** Inſolence, broke his Head, adding 
the ſame time with an Oath, Me King — = 


for the Affront, as well as for the liberty of 


- watering, the Caſks were replevied, and carried on 


board full, to the mutual ſatisfaction of both Parties. 
This Fobn Conny was, in the Year 1719, in 
eſſion of the Brandenburg Fort, at the Place 
ore mentioned, where he lived; but the Dutch 
thought the Habitation too good for him, and there- 
fore ſent three Frigates and a Bomb Veſſel to de- 


mand it, pretending that the Brandenburg ber- 


had fold it to them. Jobn received this Mef- 
Jage with reſpect, but faid, . They pr 
© to have =” him the Deed of Sale, b 
* that however the Brandenburghers could 7 
no more than they had, and that if they had 
* ſold the Brick and the Lime, they might take 
<<, them away ; that for the Ground the Braudex- 
tc burghers paid him Rent for it, and ſince they 
« e not diſpoſed to let it to 
% any more white Men, but would ve on it 
* himſelf.” The Republicans treated him upon 
this as if they conſidered him as a Monarch, that | 
is to ſay, they had recourſe io the /aft Reaſon: of 
Kings, cannonaded and bombarded. fiercely for 
_ Hours, and then ſent an Officer and = 
Men to take poſſeſſion of the Fort, which they | 


fancied by this time Jobn had abandoned. He 


had ſo, but it was to poſt himſelf and his Subjects 
behind ſome Buſhes that lay upon the Road, and 
he had a ſmaller Ambuſcade a- little farther, who 
thewing themfelves as the Dutch approached, they 
very imprudently threw away their Fire; upon 
which John attacked, ſurrounded, and cut them 
all to pieces, Devel the Entrance to his Hen 
" 
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5 with their Sculls, and remained ſix Years Swe 4 in 


ble poſſeſſion of the Fort which his old Te- 


nants the Brandenburgbers had relinquiſhed. 
Amongſt other Places that have of late Years 
mended their Condition, we may reckon the Town 


of Annamaboe, which commands all that Coaſt; 


and is the Center of Trade for the Fantin Coun- 


try. The Braſfo, Head Caboceiro, or Negroe 
Chief, values himſelf upon his Eugliſd Name, 


Which is John Corrente; he has enjoyed that Poſt 
long, is a Man, who to very good natural Parts 


having joined much Experience, is regarded even 


by the Europeans, as a very ſenſible Perſon ; and 
as he directs all Things in a Place that is abio- 
lutely independent, and in Right of that directs 


the Commerce of the whole Coaſt, he has been 
all along courted, and careſſed by ſuch as have 
found it their Intereſt to deal with an, 

Heis a very conſiderable Trader himſelf in Gold, 
Slaves, and whatever elſe the Country affords, 
and lived always upon very good Terms with the 


Servants of the African Company, who have on 


their Side taken care to pay him his Rent very 


| exactly for the Fort, and that too fince they found 
it no longer in their Power to keep it. For it is 
to be obſerved, that though they flighted that 


Fort, yet they have always had a great Attention 


to the Trade of Annamabee, and have laboured as 
much as in them lay to preſerve it; in order to 


which it was neceſſary to maintain and to depend 


upon the Friendſhip and good Faith of this potent 
Negroe, which is now the only Security they have 


for it. This ſufficiently ſhews the Nature of his 
Office, and the Extent of his Power, and yer 
there are ſome other. Inftances which may here be 


very 8 0 mentione d as 1 proving the 
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Neceſlity of their living well with him, 7" even 
of having ſomedegree of Complaiſance for a Per- 
ſon of his Character, whether we beſtow upon it 


a Negro, or an Ernglifs Title, that is, whether we 


call bim Cabeceiro, Prince, or plain Jobn Cor- 


rente. 


Now it muſt be obſerved, that de French, who 
are very well eſtabliſhed at Y/hbydaw, have been for 
many Years deſirous of having a Share in the 
Trade of Annamabee, and for that Purpoſe took 
extraordinary Pains to gain the good-will of the 


Caboceir Jobn, as as knowing no better, indeed 


no other Way to procure it. Neither will it ap- 
pear at all ſtrange or unbecoming in him, that he 
accepted of theſe Addreſſes, or entered into a Cor- 


reſpondence with them; for the Fantinians, as be- 


fore obſerved, were never under any kind of ſub- 


jection to the Company, even in its moſt proſpe- 
rous Condition, but held themſelves at full liberty 


to deal with whom they pleaſed, and to vend their 


Commodities 12 when, where, and to whom 
they thought prope 

What without ; induced him the more 
readily to enter into Dealings with them, was not 
barely the ſuperior Civilities, but the ſtrict Juſtice 
and generous Way of trading that he met with 
amongſt them; for it muſt be allowed, that the 
Negroes find all theſe Qualities in the Subjects of 


that Crown, who are employed in the Manage- 


ment of Affairs in Africa. Yet no Argument | 
muſt be drawn from hence in favour of that Peo- 


ple, as if their Virtue, Piety or Honour, ex- 


ceeded thoſe of other Nations, ſince nothing like 
that is the Caſe ; they are not a Grain better, but 


2 only a little wiſer than their Neighbours. As yet they 


are very far from being powerful in theſe 1 5 
| or 


* 
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for the Eſtabliſhment that they have at Ndow, 
which they call Juda, and the Dutch Fida, is al- 
moſt the * one at leaſt of any Importance that 


they have upon the Coaſt of Guinea, and therefore 


to ſupply the want of Force they have recourſe ta 
Condeſcenſion, Affability, F air- dealing, and giving 25 


a good Price. 


Now from whatever Mazives Men are led 905 . 
deins in this manner, it is certain that let them 
be of what Colour they will, or come from where. 
they will, they muſt be regarded as honeſt Tra- 
ders, and. good Cuſtomers; indeed of late Tears 


this Trade is grown of very high Conſequence to 


that Nation, becauſe of the preſent Demand of 


Negroes from their American Colonies, which is 


the Reaſon of their being ſo attentive to whatever. 
may promote and extend their Commerce on the 
Coaſt of Guinea; and this it is that engages, 
them to act in the manner they do, and to neg- 


lect no Opportunity of ingratiating { themſelves 


with the black Chiefs, or of ſupplanting their 


Rivals in Trade, who were ſettled here long before 


them. In this, without queſtion, they act wiſely, 
and worthily, nor with any Reaſon can we blame 


them; but at the ſame time it ought to put us up- 


on our guard, and excite us to be very active and 
vigilant in an Affair which ſo nearly concerns our 
 Hongur and Intereſt, and in which, notwithſtand 


ing all their Arts and Influence, they can never 


hurt us, unleſs by Negligence or Inattention, * 
concur to prejudice ourſelves. 
But ho 1 * great Aſſiduity and conſtant Civi- 


lity of theſe new Traders made ſowe Im enen | 


upon the Negro Caboceiro, and induced 
far to gratify their Inclinations as to take off * 
derable Quantities of their "ma and to 4 
los | 
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them in return with Gold and Slaves: He not- 
withſtanding continued to keep up a fair Cor- 
reſpondence with our African Company, and 


ſhewed them it was not a mere Compliment when 


he valued himſelf upon being an Engliſhman. The 
French ſaw and were piqued at- this, becauſe it 


hurt their national Vanity, at the ſame Time that 


it was prejudicial to their Intereſt, they redoubled 


their Attacks therefore in order to engage him en- 


 tirely : for tho* they could have no Hopes of en- 


groſſing the Trade, yet they were exceſſively de - 
firous of being the moſt favoured Nation at 
Annamaboe. To carry this to its utmoſt Extent 
they boaſted mightily of the great Power of their 


King, the Magnificence of bis Court, the Extent 


of his Dominions, the Number, Wealth, and Po- 
Iiteneſs of his Subjects. Honeſt Jobn Corrente, 
who had imbibed a Tincture of the Engliſb Spirit, 


would now and then croſs them a little, and ſeem- 


ed to doubt whether all they faid was true ; upon 
which they took Occaſion -to propoſe his ſending 
one of his Sons over to France, who might not 
only ſee that Matters were really as they had ſtat- 
ed them, but might himſelf feel the good Effects 
of the clear Light, in which they had repreſented 
the Power, the Probity, and the kind Behaviour 
of the Cabaceiro of Annamabre. 

At firſt this made little or no Impreſſion, but 


N being earneſtly puſhed and often repeated, the Ne- 


gro Chief began to reflect within himſelf upon the 


Conſequences that might attend it, and the Ad- 


vantage that muſt ariſe from having one of his 


Children more knowing, and by far better bred 


than any of his Countrymen ever were; and 


rünniog this over in his Mind, he ſaw, or at leaft 


the thought he ſaw, lo fair a Proipet, wat” + | 
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with fo fer Difficulties or Inconveniencies, that 
in the End he conſented to their Propoſition, and 
declared his Reſolution, that when the next rena 
Ships came to Whydaw, he would ſend one of his 
Sons on board them, to be carried by them to 
France at their Return, Which gave thoſe 1 
had negotiated this Matter vaſt Satisfaction. 
It is a vulgar, and at the fame Time 4 e 

erroneous Opinion, that the Negroes: upon the 
Coaſt of Guinen have little or no Tenderneſs for 
their Children, but ſell them frequently for Slaves 
without Concern, This is ſo far from being true, 
that no People in the World, generally CR 
expreſs greater Kindneſs for their Offspring than 
they do, allowing for the Manners of the Coun- 
try, and the Hardineſs with which they are brought 
up. On ſome Parts of the Coaſt indeed, if Chil- 
dren are undutiful, upon Complaint to che King 
or Magiſtrates, they are thrice admoniſhed: and 

at length the Father has a Power given him, to pre- 
vent worſe Conſequences, to ſell them in caſe 
they will not be reclaimed; but this very Practice 
directly refutes that Notion. It muſt however be 

granted, that Inffances there are of Negroes ſell- | 


ing their Children; but in Times only of exceſſive | | 


Famine, when they part with" them to N 
the Childrens Lives and their wn. 
This was the Caſe about twenty Years ago a- 
mongſt the People of Mida, when the King of 
Dahome drove them out of their 
obliged them to take Shelrer upon ſeveral barren 
Illands not far from the Coaſt, here, for want 
of Canoes, it was impoſſible for his Troops to fol- 
low them. The Diſtreſs to which People ate 
driven in ſuch Caſes of 3 W their 
ES: -. Actions 


Country, and 
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Ho © 
Aions from turning to the Prejudice of their ge- 
neral Characters. Hunger and the Sword are 
very preſſing Arguments Sith white People as well 
as black; and therefore, what they compel Men 
to, can never be taken for the Cuſtom of any 
Nation. In the preſent Inſtance, the Precaution 
of the Negro Chief ſhews him not to have been. 
at all deſtitute, either of ſound Senſe or paternal 
Affection; he thought it for his own Intereſt, and 
for that of his Family, to ſend one of his Sons to 
France; but that Son was born of a Slave, which 
is a Circumſtance among the Negroes that creates 
a kind of Illegitimacy; and we ſhall ſee that he 
was not altogether ſo cautious, when he thought fit 
to truſt another Child in Engliþ Hands. 

The young Negro was ſent over to France 
with proper Recommendations to the Company; 
And theſe made not only a ſtrong Impreſſion on 
thoſe to whom they were addreſſed, but alſo up- 
on the Court, to which they were immediately 
communicated. The Son of the African Chief 
was received with all the Honours due to a Prince; 
he was not only cloathed, lodged, maintained, and 
attended, but educated 1 all Reſpects in a Manner 
ſuitable to one of that Dignity; and as ſuch was 
received and treated at Court, where he a 
on all Occaſions in a ſplendid Dreſs, . was al- 
lowed to wear a Knot upon his right Shoulder, 
which as now we are ſo well acquainted with French 
a needs n Explanation. 

Due Care was taken to inform the Father of his 
8 and Situation; and after he had 
remained in France a proper Time, and all ima- 
 - ginable Care had been taken to ſhew him every 
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and People, he was ſent home in one of the PV . 
pany's Ships, in a very handſome Manner, and 
with fine laced Cloaths to dazzle the Eyes of the 
Negroes, and to draw the Father over entirely 
to the French Intereſt. There is no doubt to be 
made that he was very welcome to the old Cabo- 
ceiro, who was highly pleaſed to ſee his Son ſafe 
returned to Africa, and to hear what mighty Ho- 
nours had been paid him in Eurepe; he expreſſed 
himſelf in very full Terms upon this Subject v to the 
French 2 with whom he dealt more largely 
than formerly, but without eſtranging himſelf from 
the Engliſh. 

This Conduct of che French Nation will appear 
more laudable the more it is weighed, the more 
it is ſifted and conſidered ; for undoubtedly no- 
thing could contribute more to the ſpreading a ge- 
neral good Opinion of the French Nation amongſt. 


the Negroes, or produce a ſtronger Effect u 
the particular Perſon it was meant to gain. al 


the Inland Traders coming from the moſt diſtant 
Part of Africk to bring their Gold and Slaves to 
Anunamaboe, had an Opportunity of ſeeing the 

young African in all his French Finery, and to 
hear from his own Mouth, not only the Teſtimo- 
nies of Reſpect paid him, and the high Civilities 
ſhewn him by Perſons of the firſt Quality, and 
ſuch as were neareſt in Power and Blood to. the 
Throne; but alſo the vaſt Extent of the Domini- 
ons, the Number and Diſcipline of the Forces, the 

Affluence and Proſper 1 of the Peop le . 
the French King. Ehe Credit — to his Ac- - 
counts were doubly inforced by his being an Eye- 
witneſs, relating what he ſaw, what he had an 
Opportunity of examining, and what it was im- 
M? | poſſible 
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Poſſible for him to be deceived in; and by his be- 
ing himſelf a Negro, their Countryman, ont 
whom they had no Cauſe' to ſuſpect, and whoſe 
Appearance, joined to the coricurring Teſtimo- 


nies of his Facher, and the French Traders, deliver. 


ed them from any Apprehenſions of his meaning 
to deceive them. TOO Fn FO OO” "> "HOP 

Jo high a Character to be ſpread amongſt ſo 
many Thouſands of People was very cheaply 
purchaſed by two or three Years Board to a ſingle 
Man, and the Preſent of a few fine Cloaths when 
he was ſent home. It ought alſo to be conſider: 
ed as a convincing Proof of the Abilities and Inte- 
grity of the Company's Agents in Africa, who 
both formed and executed a Scheme of ſuch Con- 
ſequence to their Nation, with ſo great Dexterity, 


and who were ſeconded fo thoroughly by 


the Company and the Court. We are apt 


enough to copy French Cuſtoms, French Faſhion, 


and French Taſte in Trifles; in this Reſpect it 
would not be amiſs to copy their Policy, fince it 
is very certain that the Trade of France is very 
much the Care of the Court, by which, to ſay 
the Truth, it principally thrives; for wanting the 
Advantages that we poſſeſs, an extenſive Freedom, 
and a Number of wealthy Merehants, nothing 


could contribute to fix and eſtabliſh their Trade | 


here, in the Eaſt Indies, or in the Weſt; if the 
Court did not lend its Influence and Aſſiſtance. 

It was not only with the Engliſh and French 
Companies that the Caboceiro of Annamaboe main- 
rained a cloſe Correſpondence, but with the ſepa- 


rate Traders of the former Nation ' alſo, who in 


modern Times have much improved and extend- 
ed their Commerce in thoſe Parts, not only by 
inne | * the 
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the Ade che; have of trading without the 
Incumbrances of Forts, — and regular 
Eſtabliſhments, of all which however they enjoy: 
the Protection, but by their keeping a Kind of. 
ſettled Magazines or floating Factories almoſt con- 


ſtantly on the Coaſts, from whence they are enabled 


to ſupply the- Negroes continually with . Variety 
of Goods; and that too at a very cheap Rate, 
which, tho? a Convenience and an Advantage to 
thoſe People, ſinks the Value of Britiſ Commo- 
dities and Manufactures in Guinea, and raiſes the 
Price of Slaves in our Colonies in the Wh: In- 
dies. 


Wick theſe Traders the an had 2 con- 


ſtant Intercourſe, took off vaſt Quantities of their 
Effects, and afforded. them in return the Prime 


of every Thing that came to his Hands. For In- 
rereſt is a univerſal Deity, the Fectifh, as theſe 


People call it, of the Negroes, as much as of the 
Europeans; and notwithſtanding any Ties of 


Friendſhip and old Acquaintance witch the African 
Company's Servants, towards whom he always 
carried »himfelf with Civility and Reſpect, his 
Viſits, for the Reaſons beforementioned, were. very. 
frequent to the ſeparate Traders, and from the 
very ſame Motives, thoſe who were entruſted 
with, the Management of their Concerns, - paid 


him all the Marks of extraordinary Complaiſance 


that the higheſt Pitch of Negroe Vanity could 
expect or deſire; they knew. his Influence, hich 


made them ready to court him, tho, when out 


of the Reach of it (as is natural re * 
may affect to ridicule and deſpiſe it. 


A certain Captain, who was one of the prin- 
_y — of ** Kind of Commercy and 


e 
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more eſpecially of the new Scheme, laboured 
with all the A of which he was Maſter, . to 
Tender himſelf | Favourite with the Caboceiro — 
Annamaboe; in order to which, he neglected 
nothing that might either contribute to promote 
his — or gratify his Inclinations; he was 
remarkably punctual in all Tranſactions with him, 
and very willing to give him Credit (which is 
often neceſſary) for as much and as long as his 
Occaſions required. In ſhort, he not only | 
to acquire his Confidence as a Trader, but ook. | 
every Step that he could poſſibly deviſe to live 
with him upon the familiar Footing of a Friend, 
and the better to accompliſh this, he put. on a 
ſeeming Affection for the Negroes, and a Degree 
of Complaiſance for their Manners ; which, how- 
ever little to their Honour, it muſt be confeſſed 
is not very unuſual amongſt the Europeans of 
Nation, who have for a Courſe of Years 
frequented the Coaſt of Gina. 
By the Practice of Arts like theſe, it is not at all 
— that he fully accompliſhed his Deſign; and 
grew not only into ſuch Credit, but into ſuch 
Intimacy with Jobn Corrente, that he was ſcarce 
more Maſter on board than aſhere, which an- 
ſwered all his Purpoſes perfectly, as well with 
Regard to Eaſe __ Conveniency in living, as 
procuring unuſual Advantages in his Dealings; 
which turned, or might have turned very much 
to his Account. For there is nothing that gains 
more upon the Negroes, more eſpecially in their 
own. Country, and where they are not at all in 
Danger of feeling the Effects of a ſudden Change 
of Temper than this familiar Manner of afſo- 
_ with Gem, which procecds from a 
f vatur 
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natural Deference for white Men, and the Pleaſure 
as well as Pride they have in living upon a Level 
and an Equality with them; which at the ame 
Time contributes not a little to heighten the Re- 


verence and Reſpect paid them by thoſe of their 


own Complexion, who are naturally apt to fancy . 
that there muſt be Qualities peculiarly great and 
noble, in Perſons, who are thus admitted into Friend- ' 
ſhip, and a cloſe may were, with Captains 

and others of ſuperior Rank among the Vhites. 


| Beſides, it affords them many Opportunities of 


prying into, and diſcovering what 'otherwile they 
could never any Way reach, as the Negroes are 
a cunning and ſubtle People, in common with _ 
other barbarous Natiens ; for this Turn of Mind 

is chiefly owing to want of Education, and a 
Power of thinking extenſively, that forces Men 


to aim at compaſſing what they want by the 
Strength of their own narrow Abilities, which 


drives them into crooked Paths, juft as Workmen 
perform Things but rudely and imperfectiy who 


have the Uſe only of a few, and thoſe, it may be, 


but coarſe. and unhandy Tools. ' _ 

It was to this Captain particularly, that the 
Caboceiro of Annamaboe opened himſelf frequently 
upon the Head of his Son's Voyage to France, 
and the Senſe he had of the great Honours that were 


done him during his Reſidence in that Country; 
aſking at the ſame Time, what Difference there 


was between France and England? whether the latter 
was as good a Country, the King as powerful, 


or his Subjects as rich? to which the Captain 


gave ſuch Anſwers as he judged convenient, not 
apprehending perhaps at firſt, to what theſe In- 
quiries tended. When ee offered, the 
1210 F Caboceiro, 
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Caboceiro, propoſed the ſame Queſtion to ſuch 
of the Company's Servants as he had Occrſion 
to tranſact Buſineſs with, from whom he receiv- 
ed more clear and explicit Anſwers, and who 
told him plainly that the French were a Nation 
that delighted in Pomp and Splendour ; but that 
the Engliſh were much ſuperior to them in Naval 
Power, and in the Extent of their Trade; of which 
the Negroe was eafily convinced, on comparing 
the Number of Ships ſent by the two Nations 
on the Coaſt of Guinea. From theſe Conver- 
ſations, he picked up Hints that were very ſervice- 


able to him in many Reſpects, and enabled him 


to fift even out of the French Traders themſelves 
atters of Fact, that left him no Room to doubt 
of = Tui tuth of what the N had told 


"This dwelt very much upon his Mind, and 
finding how uſeful the Knowledge which one of 
his Sons had acquired by Travel was, by his ferv- 
ing as an Interpreter with one Set of People, he 
had a Mind to procure the like Advantages, by 
employing another Son to enter as thoroughly 


into the Affairs of another Nation; which from 


their Superiority in Trade, and much greater 

Variety of Commodities and Manufactures in which 
they dealt, promiſed ſtill greater Advantages. 
Several Accidents concurred to fortify him in this 
Opinion; bur particularly his obſerving that the 
Engliſo ſeparate Traders were much keener, and 


more expert in the Management of their Buſineſs 


than the French; that they frequently formed 
Schemes of outwitting them in their Commerce, and, 


generally ſpeaking, ſucceeded in it; and in reſpect 


to this, he was the more confirmed by conferring 
with 


(35) : 
with the moſt experienced of his own Nation, 
whoſe Obſervations concurred in this Particular, 
as likewiſe did thoſe of the Inland MOOD. 
| whoſe. Demands were chiefly for Britiſh Goods | 
and Manufactures. 
The Son he intended to fend 1 to England, «a 
who is actually here at preſent, was his greateſt | 
5 Favourite; his Mother was not only a free Wo- 
man and his chief Wife, but alſo the Daughter of 
one of the principal Perſons in the Country. The 
Youth had been always diſtinguiſhed by the quick- 
neſs of his Parts, and the Affability of his Behaviour, 
as well as by a graceful Deportment, and a very 
agreeable Perſon. He had lived for a Time, when 
a perfect Child, in the Fort with one of the Afri- 
can Company's principal Officers, Where he had 
learned to ſpeak Engliſp, and had acquired a great 
Confidence in as well as a ſincere Affection for the 
Nation. The old Caboceiro encouraged this Diſj- 
poſition in him all he could, told him frequently 
that himſelf was an Engli 72 and that he 4 ö 
to think himſelf ſo too; the Engliſh were 
their beſt Friends, and treated them with the moſt 
Kindneſs, that they were a great and powerful 
Nation, as appeared from the Number of Ships 
that arrived annually in the Road of Annamabbe, 
and their rich Cargoes; that their Dominions in 
other Parts muſt be very large and productive of 
vaſt Riches, ſince they bought y early ſuch a Num- 
ber of Blacks, who were employed in their Tillage 
and Cultivation, and that therefore he could not do 
better than to improve that Kindneſs and Eſteem 
they had for him, by endeavouring every Day to 
merit more and more cheir Favour and Friend- 
ſhip. 
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As theſe Rules ſuited exactly with his Inclina+ 
- tion, the Lad purſued them with all the Spirit and 
Diligence imaginable, attached himſelf entirely to 
the Engliſh who frequented the Port, and from 
thence was taken Notice of and careſſed by them 
in a very extraordinary Manner. The French 
Traders eaſily perceiving how much this Son was 
beloved of his Father and reſpected in the Family, 1 
as well as pleaſed with the Modeſty of his Car- 
riage, and his ſuperior Abilities, were not wanting 
in their Applications, which however had very 
little Effect; for tho' he was never deficient in 
Civility, yet his Humour of piquing himſelf upon 
being an Engl man, and the ſtrong Impreſſions 
he had received in the Fort, gave him a Diſtaſte 
to that Nation, which it was- not poſſible for him 
to conceal. He was beſides very little ſtruck with 
Finery, and had accuſtomed himſelf to a frank 
and open Manner of expreſſing his Sentiments, 
without the Gloſs of Compliments or any dark 
Reſerves. 

"Amongſt all the People that had Buſineſs with 
the Caboceiro' of Annamaboe, the Captain before- 
mentioned had not only the greateſt Credit with 
him, but was the freeſt and moſt intimate with his 
Family; and ſeeing his Father's Affection for 
him, profeſſed always a peculiar Regard and a 
ſingular Tenderneſs for this Youth ; who on his 
Part loved him with the Sincerity natural to his 
'Years, and teſtified as much Duty towards him 
as if he had been his Father. When therefore ö 
the old Caboceiro expreſſed in general Terms his 
Wiſnh, that ſome Opportunity might offer of ſend- 
ing him to England that he might be educated. 
there, and acquire that Knowledge which * 
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ed white Men ſo much ' ſuperior to themſelves, | 
and to the reſt- of the Negroe Nations ; it was 
very agreeable News both ro the Lad and to the 
hs nx v1 

The former, to whom oh Engl TY kia Seen 
the Name of Cor ib, as moſt expreſſive of his 
ſweet 4nd amiable Temper, ſhewed the greateſt” 
Williggneſs imaginable to enter into his Father's: 
Scheme, and to make a Voyage to Europe; as on 
the other Hand the Captain ſeemed| to be raviſh'd 
with the Propoſal, which at'once ſhewed the Con- 
fidence of the old Man, and afforded him an Op- 
portunity of adding to the Marks of Kindneſs 
and Good-will, that he had formerly given to his 
Son. Their Voyage to England was thentefor- 
ward the ' ſole Topick of their Converſation ; the 
Father was ſettled in his Reſolution, the Boy was 


delighted with it, and the Captain ſpoke to him 


in a Language chat was perfectly paternal. He 
was continually forecaſting what Advantages he 
might draw from this Adventure; and without 
knowing | it, was a very true Prophet of the Reſpect 
and Eſteem which the young Man would certainly 
attract by his good Qualities, when in Wray} 
In a Word, this Project was the great Topick 
of Diſeourſe in the F amily, and they all delighted 
themſelves with the Expectation of ſeeing with 
what mighty Improvements their young "Eng 
liſoman would return to Annamaboe. 
As the Seaſon was at a Diſtance in which this 
Captain propoſed to depart, all Parties had ſuf- 
ficient- Leiſure to contemplate their reſpective 
Schemes in every Light, of which they were ca- 
pable, and to flatter their Imaginations with any 
Circumftances that might ſet off and adorn them. 
a ä The 
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The Caboveira might probably propoſe the pre- 


ſerving in his Family that Poſt of Honour, tho? 
in its Nature cleftve, by rendering his Children 
fo much ſuperior in Knowledge to his Country- 

men; and at the ſame time qualifying them to 
ſerve the Community with ſuch extraordinary Ad- 
vantages. His darling Son ran over in his Mind 


all the ſtrange Things he had heard in the Eugliſb 
Fort, or among the Traders and Sailors of that 


Nation: He pleaſed himſelf with the Hopes of 
ſeeing theſe, and of comprehending perfectly a 

Multitude of Subjects, of which in ſpite of all 
his Inquiries he had only dark and confuſed Ideas. 


from his future Conduct, that he looked upon his 


young Pupil as an Acquiſition of ſo much Wealth 


as he would ell for, and applied himſelf beſides 
to make all the Uſes in his Power of the Caboceiro's 
Intereſt and Influence, while he remained i in the 
Country. 

Indeed this had been all along of very great Be- 
nefit to him, and tho? the Caboceirs did not enter 
in every Reſpect into his Views, he: had made him 


his Projects, by which himſelf and his Aſſociates 
had gained the Reputation of being among the 


Returns both the old Cabocier and his Gon have 
met with for their Friendſhips, Hoſpitality and 
Favours, the World is not unaequainted with ; 
and what Right they have to treat with the moſt 


But ſuppoſing them as low and mean as * 
who 


In reſpect to the Captain, it may be preſumed 


fublervient to his carrying into Execution moſt of 
Number of the moſt clear-ſighted and adroit Traders 
that ever viſited the Coaſt of Guinea. What 


| ignominious and eontemptible Language the Ne- 
groes in general, Mankind will likewiſe judge. 


11 


11 


and that on the contrary, he treated him with all 
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who hate and deſpiſe them moſt can repreſent 


them; this can afford no Juſtification for deceiv- 


ing or maltreating them. There is certainly no 
Credit to be acquired by outwitting the Igno- 
rant, nor will it prove a Recommendation in any 
Country under the Cope of Heaven, for Men 
who have had a good Education, to compaſs their 

own Ends by impoſing falſe Colours upon ſuch 
as they look upon as beneath them in every Re- 


ſpect. What Grounds there is for this Opinion, 


or how Man can differ from Man, but by the 
ſuperior Virtues of the Mind, the beſt Judges 
will find it hard to diſtinguiſh, ſinco as to all other 
Advantages they are meerly accidental, and he 
who makes the beſt uſe of them is the beſt Man, 
let his Complexion be lack or white. 

At length the Time came that the Captain had 


finiſh'd his Affairs upon the Coaſt, and was to 
leave it, which gave great Pleaſure to all Parties; 


the old Man was deſirous that his Son ſhould go 
ſpeedily, that he might have the better Chance of 
living to fee him return Home. The ſprightly 
Louth, full of the fond Hopes of ſeeing the 
World, was impatient to depart; the Captain gave 
not the leaſt Check to their Hopes, but on the 
contrary, continued to inſpire his Pupil with a 
paſſionate Deſire of viewing all the Beauties of an 
Illand the moſt celebrated in the known World. 
His Conduct was in every reſpect as kind as it had 
ever been; and indeed the noble Youth does him 
even now. the Juſtice to acknowledge, that he 
had no Hardſhips to complain of in the Paſlage, 


the Tenderneſs, all the Attention of a Father. A 


r 
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This no doubt confirmed him entirely in thoſe 


Sentiments of Reſpect and Veneration, which he 


ad been ſo long accuſtomed to have for his Fa- 


ther's Friend, and kept even the ſlighteſt Suſpi- 
cion from entering into his Thoughts. Under 


this happy Deluſion he compleated his Voyage 


from the Road of Annamaboe, to Bridge-Town 
in Barbadoes; nor was he undeceived even there. 
The very ſame Behaviour was kept up to the 
laſt, and the unfortunate Youth had not the leaſt 
Foreſight of the impending Evil, till like a Tor- 
rent it came pouring upon him all at once; and but 
for the Interpoſition of Providence, had irretrieva- 


bly buried him in Miſery and Deſpair. 


When the Captain had ſold him, and he was 
put into a Boat to be carried to his Maſter, he 
thought he was going on board the Ship that was 
to carry him to Exgland. But what Language can 
expreſs his Surprize, when from the rough Uſage | 
that he met with from two Slaves that were in 
the Boat, he had no Room left him to doubt 
that his Condition was the ſame with theirs? It 
muſt be left to the Reader's Imagination to frame 
a Notion of his Diſtreſs, which will be ſo much 
the harder, as the Freedom and Happineſs of our 
Situation hinders us from ever beholding a Sight 
that any way reſembles it. It muſt aſſuredly have 
ſtruck him with a Horror, for white Men in ge- 
neral; have filled his Mind at once with as black 
Thoughts of them, and with better Foundation 
tban tome of theſe, affect to have for thoſe of his 
r with very little Cauſe. 

But whatever his Thoughts, whatever his Re- 
ſlectibrs might be, they left him ſcarce, a glim- 
mering ot Hope, dittant from Home, far from 

Father, 


doned by him whom. he had always eſteemed his 
Protector; and this 1 very Dawn of Life. 


He had before him a Proſpe&.  gloomyy. dat he 


ſtood in. need of ſuperior ' Greatneſs of Mind to 
bear the Shock without finking under it, or tak- 


It was ſome Relief to him that he fell into the 
— Gentleman of diſtinguiſhed Charac- 

where he was treated with much Humanity, 
wich abated ſomewhat of the Bitterneſs of that 
ſudden and undeſerved Reverſe of Fortune, revived 
bim a lixtle, and encouraged, him to breathe and 
live. This by 
tound him, to compare his paſt and preſent Con- 


dition, and to furniſh himſelf with the beſt Helps 
that Reflection and Experience could ſuggeſt to⸗ 


wards his Amuſement anq Relief. [2 


He ſaw numbers in the like Condition, 7 | 


Variety of Accidents, but. none of them in any 
Degree comparable to that which had 
heavy Lot upon him. He was aſhamed however 
to ſnew leſs Courage than the reſt, or not to op- 
poſe Misfortune with equal Steadineſs of Mind; 
he: reſolved therefore to bear, tho? he could not 
be reconciled to his Fate, and to ſuſtain without 
complaining a Calamity it was out of his Power 
to remove. In this ſad State his Innocence af - 
forded him the only Conſolation; it was a Satis 
* that he * not drawn this upon himſelf, 
and by 
Behaviour, - ond other Alleviations of that 


galling Yoke. But neither Time nor theſe; tran- 


fient Comforts, could ſo far diſſipate the Senſe” of 
* 9 as to W that " 
7 - 


ing. ſome deſperate Method to remove the Load. 


Degrees gave him Leiſure to look 


war"; 


brought this 


e [Fairneſs and Mildneks of his 


| 6 - ne 
which followed his firſt Conſternation ; but as 115 
was not attended with any Tincture of Sullenneſt or 
Obſtinacy, it rather heightened than abated his 
ether good Qualities, whicfi gained him univerſal 
| Eftcem, while in the low State of a Slave. 
The to Tover this Matter in che beſt 
Maher: le; either about the Time; or. ſoon: 
after his felling his Pupil; tranſmitted to the Cabo- 
ceiro of Auuamabos, an Account current, upon the 
Foot of which he was conſiderably in his Debt; the 
Juſtice of this however he has ſince controverted. 
But be the Matter how it will, it ſeems very clear, 
that both Parties knew one another well enough 
10 ge Credit at other Times; ſo that there 
could be no Cauſe for 3 with that amaz- 
ing Severity at this Juncture: it is alſo apparent, 
that if procuring Satisfaction for his Debt was all 
the Captain had in View, he. might as well have 
obtained it by keeping the young Man in his Cuſ- 
;[rittche Father had ſatisfied his Agents; but 
toi procoed: in fo abrupt, ſo ſtrange, and ſo clan- 
deſtine a Manner, affords ſnfficient Light for the 
World to judge of the Nature of this Tranſaction. 
However, not long after this the Captain died, 
and leſt the young Ariian in Cicurnſtances as mi- 
ſerable, and at de as could be imagined; 
for he was not only a Slave, bur a Slave at ſuch 2 
Diſtance from his Country, Father, and Friends, 
and fo totally deprived of the Means of communi- 
cating to them his Condition, that if his Relief had 
in any degree depended upon his own Abilities to 
promote ir, chere is no doubt that he had lived and 
died in that deplorable Condition. 
Fer if the Author of his Misfortune had bech 
ſo pleaſed, he might have prevented this, by giv- 


ing 


„ | 
ing * old Caboceiro ſuch Eights 38 would 
have put it in his Pcwer to have” redeemet 
His Son; or it may be, if he had acted: inge- 


nuouſly with: the Gentleman tor whwin he fold 


1 him 0h, Barbados, the fame miglit har been 


brought to paſs; but by doing neither, he plain 
ly ſhewed, chat, in ha Opinion, all Blacks were 
deſtined to be Slaves; and this therefore -ſatisfhed 


4 wars that he had only left che Yourh; /for. whom 


he profeſſed fo much Friendſhip, in bis proper 
— But it is now Time to leabe the young. 
Man for the preſent, and return to Africa, in or- 
der to obſerve by what ſtrange and ſetret Steps di- 
vine Providence provided for the extrricating out 
of his Misfortunes an innocent Youth," unable to 

help himſelf. l l as bn 

The French e to Wen their adach 
and: cloſe. Correſpondence: with the- Cabodeiro of 
Annamaboe, in which they had all along ſo much 
found their Account; and as, after the Departure 
of the Captain, the ſeparate Traders did not ſo 
much frequent the Coaſt, the Commerce of Aunama- 
Zoe fell almoſt wholly into the Hands of the Frrnchg 
which, as it was very natural, gave great Diſtaſte 
to the Servants of the Royal Africa Company. 
who, conſidering the then Situation of Things, v 
reaſonably expected their Affairs ſhould have taken 
rather a better than a worſe Turn. They did not 
ſpare. either Endeavours or Expoſtulations with 
the Caboceiro, but to very little Purpoſe.) At firſt, 
iadeed, he gave them good Words, but by De- 
grees all Ceremonies were dropped, and he told 
them very plainly, that he ids no more dun he 
_ a c 0 do, and that he meant for the fu- 
86 2 71,98 Dat u 


2 7 % N 
0 n — — gre — 
＋ r 5 l W * > - = my 4g a Cn 


A +» 7 * Py C 
n — , rer, 


Confuſion, he took an Opportunity of ſend- 


(44) 


ture to deal not only on what Terms, and in what 
Manner, but with whom he pleaſed. 
This Declaration needed no Commentary; __ | 


therefore thoſe who were intruſted with the Afri. 


can Company's Concerns, reſolved, as the News 
of the War between the two Nations: was arrived, 


and one of. his Brjtannick Majeſty's Ships actually 


upon the Coaſt, to recur to the only Means now 
left to ſet Affairs to rights, which was Force, Ac- 


cordingly, at the Requeſt of one of the Compa- 
ny's principal Agents, the King's Frigate ſtood 
in as near the Town of. Annamaboe, as could be 


had the deſired Effect, at leaft in Appearance; for 


and, as he ſaid, ſent all the French Traders out of 
the Place 5 Which wever was afterwards diſ- 
covered to be no more than a temporary Ex- 
ient, ſince he only concealed their Perſons and 

till ſuch Time as the Man of War went 
off the Coaſt, and then they appeared and traded 
again as openly as ever, from a full Perſuaſion 
that the Danger was over; and that for the future 
they had dining farther to fer. 


It was not long, however, before another of 


his Majeſty's Ships arrived upon the Coaſt, to 


the Captain of which tlie vc Application was 


made on the African Company's 3 and as 
readily complied with. The Com Agent at 


this time embarked on board the = — after 
a briſt᷑ cannonading had put the Place into much 


ing a Servant on ſhore in whom he could confide, 


with à Meſſage to the Caboceiro, importing, that 


as he had always valued himſelf upon being an 
. Engli i 


= 2 — 2 —_————_ —— 


done with Safety, and began to fire upon it. This 
the Caboceiro complied with the Terms preſcribed; 


) | 


(4). 


Engliſhman, and that the Nation was now at War- 
with the French, .it was not only improper” bur” 


unlawful for him to correſpond with them. At the 
ſame time he put him in mind” of his former 
good Correſpondence with the Company, the 
ſincere Regard they had always ſhe wn for him, and 
the great readineſs on their Part to forget what was 
paſt, and to renew their old Friendſſip. 

The Negroe Caboceiro received their Meſſage 
with great chearfulneſs and ſatisfaction; hie ac- 
knowledged the Cafe was very fairly ſtated,” but 


| inſiſted upon the kind Uſage his Son had met 


with in France, and the Outrage and Inſult that 
had been offered him by the Captain, who, un- 
der Colour of carrying his Child to be educated in 
England, had ſold bim for a Slave, which Fact 
he looked upon as ſufficient to releaſe him from all 
former Obligations. However, in regard he Was 
Rill an Eugliſpman, he was highly pleaſed to find 
that he was treated as ſuch ; and that, provided 
ſatisfaction was made for the Injuſtice that had 
been done him, he was very willing that Things 


between them ſhould be once more ſet upon their 


former Foot, and that there was no need of Force 
to compel him to a Meaſure, which was of all 
others the moſt ſuitable to his natural Inclination, 
It is eaſy to ſee that this was a ſatisfactory An- 
ſwer, and gave Grounds ſufficient to ney into 2 
Negotiation. | 

The Terms of the new Ae were not 
long in ſettling; for old Friendſhips are ſome- 
times like old China, when the Pieces are properly 
applied and well rivetted they are ſtronger than ar 
firſt. It was promiſed to the Caboceiro Jobn, that 


the Company would enquire after and recover his 


Son, 


— 
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Son, that he ſhould be carried to Exgland and taken 
care of there, after which he ſhould be alſo ſent ſafely 
home. All other Diſputes were likewiſe regulated, 
to the mutual Satisfaction of the Parties, the Cabo- 
Ceiro only inſiſting that no Violence ſhould be offered 
to the Perſons of the French Traders,whom, under 
Colour of being forced to it by the Engliſb, he cut 


off from all Commerce, and thereby compelled 


them to ſurrender to the Company's Servants, by 
whom they were ſent, as had been pee in 
ſafety down to V¹¹ . 


„ 


Thus this Affair terminated much to the Ad- 1 


vantage of the Company, but ſo that they were 
obliged to take upon them the ſatisfaction of an In- 
Jury in which they had not the leaſt Concern; and 
to this the Company will be always liable, becauſe 
in Africa, as welk as in England, . they are conſi- 


dered as a corporate Body, to which Application 


may be always made, and who are at all Times 
anſwerable to the ſeveral Negroe Governments up- 
on the Coaſt for che Conduct and Behaviour of 


ſerving Notice. 4 

Before we come to mention 2 finding and re- 
geeming the Son of the Caboceiro of e 
it may not be amiſs to give a ſignal Inſtance, of 
Generoſity of Mind, —— a truly great Spirit, in the 
Father of the ſprigtnly Negroe, who lives with our 
young Hero as his Companion. This Man in his 


own Country is ſtiled the Engl Caboceiro ; for it 


is to be obſerved, chat tho Jobn Corrente is ſtiled 
the Cabeceiro, by way of Excellence or Diſtinction, 


the old Term of Braffo not being now much in 
uſe ; yet he governs his little Territory by the Ad- | 


Fee of che other Heads of Families, who are alſq 


ſtiled 


» 


the Britiſh Nation, which is a Point highly de- 


. 


1 


fi for the 
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led Caboceiros, and who form a Cound, that, 


in a — State, would be called Sau or 
Regency.” 29 
; "Amongſt theſe ſome are bande d 


Caboceiro is beſtowed upon him who manages 
with the Enghfo Company, and confers, as Oc- 
caſion requires, with their A and Servants. 
This Man having always profeſſed a ſincere and 
hearty Regard for our Nation, applied himſelf to 
the — who negotiated and concluded the 
Agreement that has been juſt mentioned; and 


after previouſly; obſerving how much Credit the 
French had obtained by their good Uſage of one 
of his Gountrymen, and what an Odium had been 


thrown upon the Engliſ, on the ſcore of ſelling 
that young Man's Brother, he told him, he had a 
Propofal to make, which was this; That as it was 


impoſſible to foreſee what Difficulties would ariſe 
in executing literally what had been promiſed to 
offered his own 


Jobn Corrente, he voluntarily 
Son to accompany him to Exgiaud, that it might 
appear they had ſtill a Confid 
and the Company; nor did he give himſelf any 
Concern about the manner of his Treatment, which 
he left entirely to the good Pleaſure of the Perſon 
to whom he recommended him. But, ſaid be, 
4 when he comes back, be ſure to afford him A 


Lace Coat, at leaſt as flows" as that which was 
« beſtowed by the French, that our People here 


may be undeceived, and freed from their Pre- 


judices in favour of the one, and to the diſeredit 


of the other Nation. This, continued be, is the 
* only Method I can contrive for the Service of 


(c — | 


g and tranſacting Affairs with dif- 
ferent Nations, and hence the Title of the Engliſh - 


in the Nation, 


— —  — — — 


# thoſe t6 whom Ltave eee ad Friend- 

*« ſhip, and ſhall: eſteem it my greateſt Happinefs 
« if one of my Family can in any Degree contribute 
<<. to reſtore the good Opinion, that I could always 
er wiſh ry -Countrymen might entertain of tite 
People of England.” 
This was certainly as clear and ſignal. 2 Proof 
of Gratitude and Reppect, as it was in the Power 
of Man to give, and is a ſufficient Demonſtration 
of the important Conſequences that attend a judi- 
cious and humane Behaviour towards diane and 
biarbarous Nations; a Thing -long ago obſerved, 
and ſtrongly recommended by the "beſt Writers 
upon Trade, and more eſpecially by Sir Fofiab 
Child, than whom no Man ever underſtood the 
Subject better. We may therefore very readily 

imagine that the Offer was willingly embraced, and 
the ſtrongeſt Aſſurances given to the Engliſs Ca- 
boceiro, that his Son ſhould be well treated, ſent 
home ſafe, and that the Point of the laced Coar, 
ſhould alſo be properly attended to. 


To ſome indeed theſe will appear very ery trivial 
Things, and by them ſmall Regard will be had 
to a People capable of being influenced, even in 
the moſt important Affairs, by Gircumftantes of 

ſo little Moment. But Perſons of ſtronger Heads 
will ſee it in another Light; and find no Difficulty 
in diſcovering, that with all the Advantages of 
Sagacity and Politeneſs, other Nations are as much 
affected by Things which are at the bottom of as 


'- little Signicance; * what are thoſe great Points, of 


Stile, Rank, and Ceremony in all publick Nego- 
tiations, but laced Coats, it babeld;u ina critical and 
pada View? | | 

| W bon 
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When the Seafon come in which this Agent of 
che Royal African Company was to return to the 
Wes. Indies, and from thence to take his Paſſage 
home; the Exglib Caboceiro, in ſtrict Compli- 
ance with his Promiſe, ſent his Son along Mme 
who was treated in the Voyage, as he has been 
ever ſince, with all the Kindneſs and Regard poſ- 
ſible. Upon their Arrival at Barbadoes, the Son 
of the Caboceiro of Annamaboe was without much 
Difficulty found, and a valuable Conſideration being 
given to the Gentleman who bought him, he was 
happily reſtored to Liberty, and to his former 
good Opinion of the Candour of the Britiſb Na- 
tion. For the Pains taken on his Behalf, and the 
great Zeal expreſſed to wipe off the Aſperſion 
occaſioned by his ill Ufage, ſatisfied him fully 
- that his Misfortune befel him from the Diſpoſition 
of a fingle Perſon, and was entirely difapproved by 
Engliſhmen of every Denomination ; thoſe even of 
the loweſt Rank expreſſing a juſt Diſdain of ſuch 
iniquitous Practices; not more incompatible with 
the Doctrines of Religion, or the Principles of 
Morality, than with the natural Candour and Ge- 
neroſity of a true Engliſh Soul; to which, the 
young Prince has been clearly convinced chat the 
Uſage he met with was no juſt Exception. | 
After he was once reſtored to his Freedom, 
and the Nature of his Caſe became publick, every 
body expreſſed an Inclination to fee him, and alt 
who ſaw him were charmed with his Behaviour 
and Addrefs. He was continually expatiating on 
the Juſtice, Kindneſs, and Goodneſs of thoſe who 
had taken ſo much Pains to find him out in his 
low Condition, and to- deliver him from the Load 
of his 8 but he rather affected Silence 


H | with 


* 
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with Reſpect to the Author of chem, and when- _ 
ever he was obliged to mention him; did it not 


only without any Marks of an outragious Reſent- 


ment, but with a Decency that could ſcarce be E 


expected, and as if he was conſcious that no Ex- 


aggeration could make a more laſting Impreſſion, 
than the ſimple and naked Relation of the Fact 


itſelf ; in this without doubt he has thoroughly 
lucceeded ; for all Men of good Senſe, and good 
Nature, which takes in all who feel the Weight 
of what others have unjuſtly ſuffered, are more 
affected by their own Reflections, than by the 
paſſionate Expreſſions, even of the moſt Juſtifiable 
Reſentment. 


Upon his coming to E1g/and-his Caſe was pro- 


perly repreſented, and the Facts relating to it juſt- 


fied by all the neceſſary Teſtimonies that the 
lingular and extraordinary Nature of them, and the, 


various Circumſtances that attended them, requir- 
ed, and which have entitled fim to that high 


Protection, that generous and kind Notice which 
— been taken of him, by thoſe who have a be- 


coming Concern for natural Equity and Juſtice, 


as well as for the Reputation and Honour of the 


Britiſb People. This, as every Meaſure of the 
Kind will be, has been received with a Voice of 
univerſal Applauſe; the Nation has ratified and 
confirmed the Rectitude of this Attention ſhewn 
by the Government, and have taken a juſt Share 
in that wiſe and well-judged Compaſſion, which 


- the Caſe of this noble and unfortunate Stranger ſo 


apparently deſerved. 
It is indeed true, chat 2 Conduct ſo rational in 


itſelf is not without a Precedent even in the preſent 
Reign, cho in favour of a Perſon of leſs Conſe - 
quence. 


. ern © 
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quence.” When the King of Dahome coliquered! 
Whydaw. and carried away not only Multitudes of 
the Natives, but alſo an Engliſbman, whom they 
had very unjuſtly made Priſoner, one Capt, Lamb, 


then in the African Company's Service, he treat- 


ed him very kindly, and after a long Captivity 
diſmiſſed him freely with conſiderable Preſents ; 
and upon his Promiſe of returning to him, allow- . 
ed him to take one of his Negroe Subjects called 
Tomo, as his Servant, It ſeems the Captain did 


not care to run the Hazard of putting himſelf 


once more into the Hands of a Conqueror, whoſe 
Temper was none of the mildeſt ; and who was 
apt to commit great Cruelties from Caprice; but 
however he ought certainly to have ſent back 
Tomo ; and his not doing it, gave juſt Reaſon. to 
the Negroe Monarch to be very much. offended, - 
as he really was. It was ſome Years before this 
' Matter was clearly underſtood in England; but as 
ſoon as it was underſtood, and Tome brought, by 
his Maſter'to London, due Enquiry was made, the 
Negro diſcharged from his Service, proper Care 
taken of him while he remained here; and as 
ſoon as it could be conveniently done, he was ſent 
home again, at the Expence of the Government, 
as it was highly fitting that he ſhould. | 
- Theſe are Matters that will always claim a ſuit- 
able Regard, not only for the Sake of thoſe to 


whom ſuch Civilities are done, but for our own. 


And as there is no Country to which the Fame of 
the Britih Nation has not been carried by the 
Power of our Naval Force, or by the Induſtry of 
our Merchants, it imports us not a little, that our 

Humanity and Juſtice ſhould be as extenſive, as 
eithert he Terror of our Navies, or the Attention 
1 55 we 
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we have to Trade. It is of as great Conſequenes || 
to be eſteemed, and to be loved, as to be dreaded | 
or revered ; the former is, and ought to be the . 
natural Effects of our own Inclinations; the latter 
can only be right when it is juſtified by the Diſ- 
reſpect or Injuries we receive from others. 
All fingular and ſurpriſing Accidents have 4 
general Influence, for the preſent ; they employ 
every Tongue, they affe& every Mind when they 
happen; yet Senſations of this Sort are momen- 
tary, and univerſal Qblivion, in-a ſhort Space of _ 
Time, ſucceeds to univerſal Admiration : But . 
this is ſometimes not at all expedient; for in many 
Caſes it is very requiſite that ſuch Phenomena 
ſhould be cautiouſly examined, and ſincerely and 
circumſtantially recorded. At leaſt, theſe Things 
appear in this Light to thoſe Minds that recollect 
the Diſturbance it has frequently given them to 
meet only with broken Hints, and irreconcileable 
Circumſtances of Matters that have happened in 
paſt Times, which they would be willing to com. 
prehend more fully, This inclines People of ſuch 
2 Diſpoſition to provide againſt the Difappointmene 
of Men of the fame Turn in ſucceeding Times; | 
which it is preſumed will appear not only a rational, 
but a laudable Species of induſtrious Curioſity. 
The Subject of this ſhort Diſcourſe is as good 
an Inſtance as can be given of the Kind, in as much 
as in its Certainty and Importance it is to the full as 
conſiderable as in Singularity. The greateſt and the 
beſt People in the Kingdom have thought it worthy 
of their Enquiry, and their Enquiries have been 
conſtantly ſucceeded by an entire Satisfaction; 
their Eyes, their Ears, their Senſes, and their Un- 
derſtanding have been equally gratified; and our 
F . Alfrican 
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| e Prince has ſuch from the WE 
fulneſs of his Perſon, the Nobleneſs of -his. Senti- 
ments, the Modeſty of his Deportment, and the 
grateful Acknowledgments he continually expreſſes 
oe the Jutice thee has been done him, and the 
Favours that he has received: Circumſtances that 
amount to a kind of natural Demonſtration; and 
which, without exceeding the Bounds of Truth, 
may be ſaid to have ſpread univerſal Conviction 
amongſt all who are not wilfully blind and deaf; 
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